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G Study the following words and expressions.

danger — omacHoCTh giant panda — Goabas nmasaa
species — BuA, BUABI rare — peAKuit

extinct — BeIMMpalOIIIIT to disappear — ncuesars

to hunt — oxorurscs to survive — BBUKMBaTh

to damage — nanocuTh yniep6, whale — xur

paspymaTs to weigh — Becuts

the World Wildlife Fund — mammal — maexkonuTaIee
BcemupHBIit HOHA AMKOI IPUPOABI high-pitched — BricokOUacTOTHBIIT
priest — cBAIEHHNK cruel — >XecToKwmit

6 Read the text.

Animals in Danger

At present a thousand species are almost extinct because we hunt them or damage
their environment. Here are some of the animals in danger. The World Wildlife
Fund is fighting to save them.

The French priest, Pierre David, was the first European to see a giant panda in
China in 1869. Today the giant panda is one of the rarest species in the world.
There are perhaps only 300 of them left. It likes to live in bamboo forests, but these
are slowly disappearing.

The giant panda can live for up to 20 years, and a big male can weigh

150 kilograms. A new-born panda weighs only 125 grams and measures less
than 15 centimetres. The female panda is 800 times heavier than the baby at birth
and the baby is 3 — 4 months old before it can crawl. It is pinkish-white at birth
without dark markings and the familiar black eyes.
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Fortunately the Chinese government now protects the panda, so it should survive.
The World Wildlife Fund uses the panda as its symbol.

The story of the whale has been another great wildlife tragedy. Some of these are
the largest animals that have ever lived. A blue whale can weigh over 125 tonnes.
Whales are mammals, not fish and they are highly intelligent. They send messages
to each other over very long distances with high-pitched sounds.

Whales are now in great danger because hunters have killed too many of them.
Modern ships and machines have made it easy to hunt these animals, and they are
often killed in a very painful and cruel way. Some countries have agreed to protect
the whale, but others have not and still kill too many.

Are these statements true or false? Correct the false ones.

1. The World Wildlife Fund is an organization fighting to save animals in danger.
2. It uses the whale and the panda as its symbols.

3. At present about ten hundred species are almost extinct.

4. It happens because people hunt them.

5. Today the panda is one of the rarest species in the world.

6. Whales and giant pandas are in great danger.

7. A whale is a giant fish: a blue whale can weigh over 125 tonnes.

8. Whales communicate with each other with high-pitched sounds.

9. Fortunately the Chinese government now protects whales.

10. Nevertheless, other countries still kill too many of them.
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e TRACK 37.
Listen to the text and fill in the gaps with the words in the box.

Greenpeace, oxygen, jungle rain forests, ecology, breathing, nature, wildlife,
flora and fauna

WHO CAN SAVE OUR PLANET?

People depend on the planet, on the Sun, on animals and plants around them.
People must take care of the Earth. Our ... ... becomes worse and worse with
every new day. People destroy . ... .. and cut down trees to make furniture. They
forget that they can't live without trees and plants, because they fill the air with
...... . Oxygen is necessary for our . . .... . We can't stay indifferent to these
problems.

There are a lot of special organizations which are trying to save our nature. One

of themis...... . Their aimistohelp...... to survive, to rescue animals, to save
...... , which are in danger of destruction. We must find the right way to save our
land, people and animals. We must take care of . . . ... because we are a part of it.
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@ Fill in the gaps with the words and word combinations in the box.

energy-saving, a part of it, air pollution, oxygen, breathe, countryside,
movements, take care, extinct and endangered, deforestation

1. People should live closer to nature because we are . . . . .. :

2. Many people prefer to livein the . ... ..

3. The big city is always synonymous with hxgh ...... from vehicles or industry.

4. People can't live without . ... .. g

5. I would never cut down trees, they letus...... .

6. Seventy per cent of land animals and plants live in forests, and many cannot
survive the...... that destroys their homes.

7. Land degradation leads to an increasing number of . ... .. animals.

8. To save our planet we must .. .. .. of it.

9. The least we can do is try and adopt some . ... .. methods.

10. Our company supports ecological organizationsand . . ... . .

@ Put the words under the following headings: Natural Disasters, Man-made
Disasters, Harmful Products & Pollutants.

Flood, aerosole, hurricane, greenhouse gases, inorganic (synthetic) fertilizer,
earthquake, noise pollution, tornado, global warming, volcanic eruption, oil spill,
pesticide, tsunami, nuclear radiation contamination.

231




