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The Largest Cities of Russia
I live in Russia, which is the world's largest country. Of course, on the extensive territory of this country there are many big and small cities, towns, villages and other settlements. Some of them are very old, with unique history and traditions. Others are relatively new, but rapidly developing. And today I am going to write about the largest cities of Russia. They are located in various parts of our vast country, sometimes thousands kilometers from each other, and of course each of them has its own visage and spirit.
As you have probably guessed, Moscow, being the capital of Russia, ranks first. In all fairness it has to be added that Moscow is not the largest city in terms of its territory, but it is the most heavily populated one. The population of Moscow today exceeds 15 million people that is more than the population of Finland and Norway together. Moscow is rather ancient – it was established as early as in 1147. Throughout its existence its status has been altered several times. It used to be both a provincial town and the capital city of the country. Moscow has been almost completely reconstructed a lot of times. It has survived several major fires, several revolutions and two wars. In 1965 it received the title of a Hero City for an outstanding heroism of its citizens during World War II. And today this megalopolis is a political, business, scientific, touristic and cultural center of the entire country. By the way, though Moscow is considered a multinational city, about 90 percent of its population are the Russians.
The second largest city of our country is Saint Petersburg. It is often called the second, cultural or northern capital of Russia. Its population is three times less – about 5 million people. Although St. Petersburg is relatively young (just 300 years old), it has a rich history. Its name had been changed several times – from Petersburg to Petrograd, from Petrograd to Leningrad, and then back to Petersburg. Here, in 1917, the October Socialist Revolution began. And just after World War II, in 1945, Leningrad was awarded the title of a Hero City for heroism of its citizens during the Siege, which had lasted 872 days and was recognized one of the greatest tragedies of this war. Today Saint Petersburg is renowned for a large number of different kinds of museums, art galleries, cultural and historical monuments. It has an internationally recognized status of a cultural center of global importance.
The Siberian city of Novosibirsk ranks third. By historical standards, it is very young – a trifle over 100 years. Just imagine: for just one century it has grown from a small town to a city with a million-plus population. And this is despite a severe Siberian climate! Today Novosibirsk with its population of over 1.5 million people, due to its well-developed infrastructure and advantageous geographical position is often called the capital of Siberia. Indeed, it is a trade, transport, business, industrial and scientific center of this largest region of Russia.
The fourth in Russia is Yekaterinburg, which is a center of the Ural region. It is one of the principal transport hubs of the Russian Federation, as well as a large industrial center. It was founded in the early 18th century by an order of Peter the Great. During the Civil War it used to be a center of the White Guard movement. And immediately before that the last Russian Tsar Nicolay II with his family was killed there. Now Yekaterinburg is a modern city with high living standards. Its population is about 1.4 million people. Offices of large transnational corporations, banks, transport hubs and business centers are concentrated here.
Finally, Nizhny Novgorod rounds out the top five. This beautiful ancient city with the population of 1.3 million people is spread out on the Volga River in the centre of the country. It is a center of the Volga Federal District. It is one of the ancient Russian cities founded in the 13th century. It's no wonder that there are a lot of sights and cultural monuments. For example, Nizhny Novgorod Kremlin is a unique ancient fortress, which throughout its existence has never been seized by enemies. In the old part of the city there are a lot of other items of interest, ancient buildings and monuments. At the same time, a “new” Nizhny Novgorod is a modern megalopolis with a lot of trade, entertainment, business, educational and scientific centers.
It is curious enough that the largest Russian city territorially is not Moscow, and not even Saint Petersburg. It is a little-known town Zapolyarny of Murmansk region that is located on the Kola Peninsula. Though its population hardly exceeds 20 thousand, it occupies the territory of 4620 square kilometers. This is explained rather simply: most territory accounts for deposits of natural resources.


