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Английский язык..
Сравнение политических систем.
You have worked very well and have learnt much new and interesting facts about the political system of three countries: Russia, the UK and the USA. And now let’s sum it up your knowledge of  the political systems filling the table.

Оформить сравнительную таблицу  
	 

	The Russian Federation
	The USA
	The UK

	The political system
	 

	 
	 

	The head of state
	 

	 
	 

	Legislative Branch of power
	 

	 
	 

	Executive Branch of power
	 

	 
	 

	Judicial Branch of power
	 

	 
	 

	Main political parties
	 

	 
	 



Страноведческая информация 
1. The UK is a constitutional monarchy and a parliamentary democracy.
2. The monarch is the head of the state (Queen Elizabeth the Second)
She doesn’t rule the country, has ceremonial function; signs bills.
3. The prime-minister is the head of the government.
He is the leader of the party with the majority seats in the House of Commons.
4. Parliament consists of two chambers or houses:
            the House of Lords
            the House of Commons
The House of Lords consists of 651 MPs (elected). It makes laws.
The House of Commons consists of 1203 non-elected peers. It can delay bills and ask for rewriting certain parts.
5. The head of the both Houses of Parliament is the Queen. She is also the head of the executive branch.
Mind the articles:
· the Houses of Parliament
· the House of Lords
· the House of Commons
· the government
· But__ Parliament
 * * *
Information to know about the Political System of the UK
1. The legislative power belongs to Parliament. It makes laws.
2. The House of Commons is more powerful: it decides national policy.
3. The House of Lords has little political importance.
4. The executive power belongs to the Government. It executes laws (puts them into effect.)
5. Real power in the UK belongs to Parliament and the Government.
6. The term “constitutional monarchy” means that GB is governed by Parliament, and the monarch is Head of State.
7. The Queen has very little power. She has to put her signature on new laws even if she doesn’t like them.
8. Her most important function is ceremonial. The Queen is a symbol of Britain’s long history and tradition. On great occasions she is driven through the streets in a golden carriage, guarded by soldiers.
9. She represents Britain when she meets other heads of state. Every autumn she opens the Parliament. Every year she speaks on TV on Christmas day. She opens new hospitals, theatres and museums. After disasters she send messages to the families of the victims.
10. The Queen of GB is also the Head of Commonwealth and also the Queen of Canada, Australia, New Zealand, etc. The Commonwealth is an association of former members of British Empire (British colonies) and Britain, which was formed in 1949.
Questions:
1. What functions has Parliament ?
2. What function has the Government?
3. What does the Queen do?
4. What does the term constitutional monarchy means?
5. Why does the House of Lords have little political importance?
6. What do the letters MP stand for?
7. Is the Queen of the UK also the queen of some other countries?
8. Do you think the idea of monarchy is out-of date?
The British constitution is often called the unwritten constitution because, unlike the constitutions of most other countries it is not a single documents, but a set of laws.
The first British constitution was Magna Carta which the King John was forced to accept in 1215. Its fundamental principles formed the base of the present one.
* * *
Some information about Royal family.
1. The family name of the present royal family is Windsor.*
2. Queen Elizabeth II became Queen in 1952.
3. Her husband’s name is Prince Philip.
4. She has 4 children (Prince Charles, Princess Anne, Prince Andrew, Prince Edward)
5. Her favourite animals are dogs.
6. The British monarchs are crowned in Westminster Abbey.
7. There are 600 rooms in Buckingham Palace.
8. Queen Victoria reigned for the longest period.
*This may sound very British, but the royal family ancestors were German. The present Queen’s great-great-grand mother, Queen Victoria (1819-1910) was born in Britain, but her mother and her husband were both German.
* * *
Extra information about the Political System of the UK
1. Members of the House of Commons are elected by the voters of 650 constituencies (избирательные округа): each constituency has an elected MP.
2. The party, supported by the majority in the House of Commons, forms the government.
3. The second large party forms the Opposition (the Shadow cabinet).
4. The two main parties are the conservative party (the Tory party) and the labour party (консерваторы и лейбористы).
5. Since the eighteenth century, the two parties have sat facing each other in the House of Commons.
6. There are some other parties: the Liberal Party, the Party of Liberal Democrats, the Social Democratic Party, the Scottish National Party, the Welsh Nationalist Party, the Communist Party of Britain, the Communist Party of Great Britain.
7. The present Prime-Minister is Theresa May (the leader of Conservative Party).
[image: The Political System of the UK. Theresa May the Prime Minister 2017]
9. The Prime-Minister lives at 10, Downing Street.
[image: Test on the political system of the UK]
Check Yourself what you remember on the political system of the UK
1. The letters ‘MP’ means the ______________________.
2. Parliament is ___________two chambers:______________________.
3. The members of the __________________are not elected.
4. The UK is divided into constituencies (избирательные округа) that have their representatives in the ___________________.
5. In the UK ___________________is held every four or five years.
6. The party which wins the Majority of seats in the General Election forms the ____________.
7. The leader of the winning party becomes the________________________
8. The members of the party of Parliament that didn’t win the election form the_____________ to the Government.

The Political System of the Russian Federation
The official name of Russia is the Republic of Russian Federation.
The Russian Federation is a federal (presidential, parliamentary) republic.
Mind the articles:
· The Federal Assembly – Федеральная Собрание (the Russian Parliament)
· The Council of Federation – Совет Федерации
· The State Duma – Государственная Дума
· The Council of  Ministers = The Cabinet of Ministers – Совет министров (правительство)
· The Chairman of government= The Prime Minister – Председатель правительства
· The Supreme Court – Верховный суд
· The Constitutional Court – Конституционный суд
The Constitutional Court can declare actions of the president or government unconstitutional.
* * *
The Political System of Russia (основная информация)
1. The president is the head of the state. He has much power: can dissolve the Duma, can veto laws.
2. The National Government of Russia consists of the President, the Council of Ministers and the Federal Assembly.
3. The legislative power in Russia belongs to the Federal Assembly. It consists of two houses or chambers: the Upper House (the Council of Federation) and the lower House (the State Duma).
4. The Duma consists of 450 deputies.
5. The executive power belongs to the government, e.g. to the Cabinet of Ministers, headed by the Prime-Minister.
6. The head of government is the Prime Minister.
7. The President is the Head of the executive branch. He is elected for a four-year term.
* * *
Questions:
1. Who is the head of the state in Russia?
2. What bodies of power does the government consist of?
3. Who is the head of the government in Russia?
4. For how long is the President elected?
5. What political system does Russia belong to?
* * *
Test on the Political System of Russia
1. The official name of Russia is …..
1. Russia
2. the Russian Federation     
3. the Republic of the Russian Federation
2. The national Government of Russia consists of ….
1. the President and the Prime Minister
2. the President and the Council of Ministers
3. the President, the council of Ministers and the Federal Assembly
3.  There are ……Houses in the Federal Assembly.
1. two 
2. three
3. four
4. The lower House of the Federal Assembly is….
1. the State Duma
2. the Council of Ministers
3. the Federal Council
5. The Head of the Republic of Russian Federation is….
1. the President
2. the Prime Minister
3. the Speaker of the State Duma
6. The Duma consists of …. deputies.
1. 540
2. 450
3.  400
7. The Chairman in Russia is…..
1. elected
2. invited
3. appointed
8. In Russia ……can declare laws unconstitutional.
1. the President
2. the Supreme Court
3. Constitutional Court
9. ……..elect the members of Federal Assembly.
1. the government                
2. the people  
3. the president
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