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THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
The United Kingdom is the official name of the country which consists of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. Northern Ireland is sometimes known as Ulster.
The Welsh Flag, called the Welsh dragon, represents a red dragon on a white and green background. The state language is English. The dominating church is anglican. The capital of England is London, Wales has Cardiff, Scotland has Edinburgh and the main city of the Northern Ireland is Belfast. The UK is the centre of Independent States Commonwealth and the member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). The surface of the British Isles varies very much. The UK is a country of forests and plains. The north of Scotland is mountainous and is called Highlands. The south which has beautiful valleys and plains is called Lowlands. The north and west of England are also mountainous, but the eastern, central and south-eastern parts of England are a vast plain. Mountains are not very high. There are a lot of rivers in Great Britain, but they are not very long. The longest rivers are the Thames, the Severn and the Clyde. Wales is a country of lakes. It has the most famous lake in the world — Loch- Ness. The mountains, the Atlantic Ocean and the warm water of the Gulf Stream influence the climate of the British Isles. It is mild the whole year round.
The UK is a highly developed industrial country. Britain’s major industries include iron and steel engineering, manufacturing of motor vehicles, aircraft, textiles and chemicals. It exports machinery, electronics, textile.
44 One of the chief industries of the country is shipbuilding. The leading mineral resource of Britain is coal, but it also has gas and oil in the North Sea.
The UK is a European country. It is situated in the north-west of Europe on the British Isles. Great Britain is bounded by the Atlantic ocean in the north-west, north and south-west. It is separated from Europe by the North Sea in the east and in the south by the English Channel or La Manche or Strait of Dover or Pas de Calais. It is separated from Ireland by the Irish Sea and the North Channel.
Great Britain borders on Northern Ireland and France. It occupies a territory of over 244,160 sq.km. The population is over 57 million. 80 percent of the population are the English, 20 percent are the Scots, Irish and Welsh. About 80 percent of the population are urban.
The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy with a parliament and the Queen as Head of State.
The flag of the UK, known as Union Jack, is made up of three crosses. The upright red cross on a white background is the cross of St. George, the patron saint of England. The white diagonal cross on a blue background is the cross of St. Andrew, the patron saint of Scotland. The red diagonal cross on a white background is the cross of St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland.
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