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Lawyer-Client Privilege

1. The relationship between a lawyer and his client is a special one that involves certain special privileges. One example is the lawyer-client privilege. This establishes a right of confidentiality between the two parties. It applies to civil, administrative, and criminal cases. It also applies at all stages of the legal process and afterward.

2. In order for a client to get the best possible legal representation, he must be able to communicate openly with his lawyer. Likewise, a lawyer needs to be able to communicate openly with his clients. The lawyer-client privilege allows such open and honest communication to take place without either party having to fear obligation to reveal what is disclosed between them.

3. The lawyer-client privilege extends beyond the two parties. Anyone who is working as part of the legal team that represents a client may be bound by the lawyer-client privilege. This means that if a client reveals information to paralegals, it may be protected by a right to confidentiality. 
4. All communication between the lawyer and client is covered by this privilege. This includes things that are discussed and written correspondence such as letters and emails. The lawyer-client privilege stands even when the lawyer-client relationship ends. This includes instances when the client fires his lawyer, the lawyer decides he is unable to continue representing an individual, or the client dies. In other words, the lawyer can never disclose the client’s secrets without the client’s permission, unless some kind of exception applies.

5. The lawyer-client privilege empowers the client. If, for some reason he wants to, the client can decide to waive his right to confidentiality. A lawyer, however, does not have the option to decide that he no longer wishes to keep information that he has received confidential. A lawyer can advise a client to keep certain information about a case confidential, but this privilege does not allow the lawyer to restrain a client from saying what he wants to whomever he wants. In that sense, the privilege is the client’s, not the lawyer’s - the client can decide to waive the privilege, but the lawyer cannot.

6. A person should realize that there are instances when the lawyer-client privilege does not offer protection. One such instance is
when a client informs his lawyer that he intends to commit a crime.

Another instance is when a person seeks the advice of a legal representative

to disclose how to best commit a fraudulent act. The names of a lawyer's clients and the fees they pay for legal representation are also generally not considered privileged information.

СЛОВА из текста:

involve - включать в себя, предполагать

reveal – обнародовать, раскрывать

either party – любой из участников, любая из сторон

extend beyond - продолжаться за пределами, действовать за пределами

legal team – рабочая группа юристов; группа специалистов, работающих по определенному делу

be bound by - быть связанным, быть ограниченным (чем-либо)

stand – существовать, оставаться в силе

fire - увольнять с работы, уволить

unable – неспособный, не в состоянии

have the option - иметь возможность выбора

restrain - ограничивать

whomever – кому-либо, кому бы ни

commit a crime - совершать преступление

commit a fraudulent act – совершать мошенничество, пойти на обман

privileged information - информация, не подлежащая оглашению;

конфиденциальная информация

2.8. ЗАВЕРШИТЕ каждое из начатых предложений, опираясь на содержание прочитанного текста, и переведите получившиеся предложения.

1. The relationship between a lawyer and his client is …

2. The lawyer-client privilege establishes …

3. The lawyer-client privilege applies to …

4. The lawyer-client privilege allows …

5. The lawyer-client privilege stands …

6. There are instances when …
