Задание(06.03.21)(24): тема «История картографии». Текст читать, переводить. Упр 1, 2, 5  выполнить письменно, упр.3, 4 устно. Выучить  слова после текста(выполненное задание отправить на эл.почтуegamova.s.t@mail.ru или в личных сообщениях в вк)
UNIT 11

HISTORY OF CARTOGRAPHY

The oldest known maps were drawn by Babylonians on clay tablets, dating to about 2300 BC. Nearly as old as these are certain Egyptian drawings and paintings discovered in early tombs. Cartography as a science was established by Greeks. The Ionian geographers of the 5th and 6th centuries BC drew the Earth in the form of a disk floating in the ocean. Soon arose the idea of a spherical Earth, and it was a well established fact in the time of Aristotle. About 150 BC the problem of the determination of positions on the Earth led to the development of the stereographic projection, a long step forward in cartography. The Greek mathematician and astronomer Claudius Ptolemaeus (Ptolemy; AD 90 – 168) had a great influence on geography and cartography, his monumental eight-volume work, the Guide to Geography was an authoritative reference for almost 1,000 years.

Roman cartography did not continue the scientific attitude of the Greeks. They returned to the disklike Earth theory of the early centuries. Greek and the Romans Orbis Terrarium became the standard map of the world for 13 centuries. It had east on the top.

Little progress was made in cartography until the age of exploration and commerce. Exploration encouraged the development of navigation, ship design and construction, instruments for astronomical and land observation, and general use of the compass – which in turn improved the accuracy of existing information for maps and encouraged further exploration and discovery.

The foremost cartographer of the age of discovery was Geradus Mercator of Flanders, who developed a cylindrical projection, called the Mercator projection, for representing the curved surface of the Earth on a flat map. In 1569 he published a map of the world based on this projection.

In the 18th and 19th centuries cartography was transformed by precision scientific instruments and more accurate detail. Principal among those instruments were the telescope, which helped raise the quality of astronomical observations, and the chronometer (an accurate timepiece), which made the computation of longitude much less laborious than before. Elaborate national surveys were begun in several  countries, notably in France, Great Britain, and the United States. Even so the rest of the world remained largely unmapped until the advent of aerial photography in World War II. The resulting World Aeronautical Charts provide generalized information for reconnaissance and other purposes.

Word list

AD нашей эры

BC до нашей эры

Orbis Terrarium земной шар (лат.)

Babylonians вавилоняне, жители Вавилона

authoritative reference авторитетный (надежный) источник

reconnaissance разведка, рекогносцировка

laborious трудоемкий

clay tablets глиняные плитки (таблички)

I Pronounce correctly:

Egyptian; Babylonians; Ionian; mathematician; authority, authoritative; cylindrical;   projection; laborious; aerial; photography; reconnaissance.

II Complete the sentences:

1. Claudius Ptolemy had a great influence on … … .

2. The oldest maps are dated to about … … .

3. … … became the standard map of the world for 13 centuries.

4. Geradus Mercator developed a … … for representing the curved surface of the Earth.

5. … … was a long step forward in cartography.

III Say whether the statements are true or false:

1. The oldest maps were made by Arabs.

2. Cartography as a science was established by Greeks.

3. Orbis Terrarium was a standard map of the world in the 13th century.

4. The telescope and chronometer became the principal instruments of cartographers in 18th and 19th centuries.

5. Aerial photography came into use before the World War II.

IV Answer the questions:

1. Who made the oldest known maps?

2. How did Ionian geographers draw the Earth?

3. What is Claudius Ptolemy famous for?

4. What was cylindrical projection used for?

5. What instrument was important for astronomic observations?

6. When did aerial photography appear?

V Translate into English:

1. Caмые древние карты были сделаны вавилонянами на глиняных пластинках.
2. Большой вклад в развитие картографии сделал греческий математик и астроном Клавдий Птолемей.

3. Греческие географы изображали Землю в виде диска.

4. Меркатор – известный фламандский картограф, предложивший цилиндрическую проекцию, которая до сих пор используется для морских карт.

5. В XVIII веке появился телескоп, который значительно повысил точность астрономических наблюдений.

6. Во время второй мировой войны впервые стали применять аэрофотосъёмку.
