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 Занятие № 34
 Тема:Знаменитые природные заповедники России и мира.  
Прочитайте, выпишите транскрипцию незнакомых слов
Parks of the USA
The USA is a great and powerful country. Besides the fact that it possesses the strongest economical system in the entire world, this country is also full of breathtaking wild landscapes and unique natural monuments. The USA is the fourth biggest country after Russia, Canada and China. Having such an extensive territory and stretching from the Pacific Ocean to the Atlantic, the USA is rich in different natural areas with specific climate conditions and forms of relief.
The government of the USA takes care of its flora, fauna, ecological situation and nature in general. A great number of protected areas and natural parks function in the country. Fourteen national parks and one historical park of the USA are included into the list of UNESCO. The idea of creating such parks belongs to the USA, and the first natural park — Yellowstone was opened here in the nineteenth century. It is located in the Rocky Mountains. 
Yellowstone national park is well-known for its geysers, especially for Old Faithful Geyser, which is the major attraction of the park. Among other attractions it is worth mentioning that in Yellowstone you will find the largest mountain lake of the continent which is situated in a caldera. The park is inhabited by Grizzly bears, wolves, bisons and elks. Tourists are given a lot of opportunities for active rest here, including fishing, hiking, camping and so on. There are trails for those who want to have a walk around the geothermal areas.
The second park that was opened several years later is Mackinac National Park. It is located on the Michigan’s island and was created as a summer resort. Fanciful geological structures are a visit card of the place. They are represented by Arch Rock and Sugar Loaf that were created by forces of chemical weathering. An ancient fort in the territory of Mackinac can be visited by history lovers.
The next park was opened in the urban area of Washington and became the first city park. The infrastructure of the park offers facilities for sports and active rest. There is a golf course, famous tennis stadium, roads for skating and cycling. There is a huge horse center with numerous rinks and stables. An old water mill in Rock Creek Park shows the life of Americans in the early times.
Sequoia National Park in California preserves giant and mighty sequoia trees. The highest tree in the world – the General Sherman tree is among them. In Tunnel Log – a cut through the fallen tree you can walk inside the huge sequoia. Besides the Giant Forest, the exceptional wilderness is its distinctive feature. This park is a habitation for various wild animals. Also there are a great number of caves and beautiful granite formations. Climbing Moro Rock you can enjoy picturesque panorama of the park.
Yosemite National Park is also located in California. But the way, this state has nine parks – the largest number in the USA. Yosemite is known for its beautiful mountain landscapes, picturesque waterfalls and pure lakes and rivers. El Capitan – a famous granite cliff is a favorite place of rock climbers. Vernall Fall – a beautiful waterfall that was earlier called “a little cloud” attracts tourists from every part of the country.
Great Smoky Mountains National Park in the Appalachian region is the most frequently visited one. This park is ideal for hiking. It has several popular trails that lead through scenic overlooks, unique caves and rocks. Fly fishing is an interesting activity to try in the park. This technique is used for salmon fishing and will be a new experience for fishermen.
Everglades National Park in Florida is a tropical paradise with exotic flora and fauna. Mangrove trees grow along the shore. Alligators, panthers, turtles and pelicans live here. Several extremal hiking trails allow tourists to touch the wilderness and experience thrilling emotions. Thetravellingbyrecreationalvehicleisavailablehere.
Dry Tortugas National Park occupies the territory in the Gulf of Mexico not far from the shore of Florida. This park preserves coral reefs and various inhabitants of the sea. The place is rich for stories about wrecked ships and sunken treasures. A magnificent masonry fort is a centerpiece of Dry Tortugas. To visit the park you are to take seaplane that will get you to the islands. Here you can enjoy scuba diving, birdwatching and other activities.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Grand Canyon National Park in Arizona is a pearl of the preserves in the USA. The major heritage here is a great canyon that is considered to be one of the Seven Natural Wonders of the world. This natural formation boggles the imagination and greatly impresses everybody who visits it.
Hawaii Volcanoes National Park on the eponymous islands gives opportunity to observe active volcanoes. There are unique trails that allow you to walk above hot lava. The ground here is covered with the products of volcanic activities.
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